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This Month

- Feb 24 “Snow Moon”

Planets

Mercury, behind the Sun
Venus: Rises just before sunrise
Mars: Rises just before sunrise

Jupiter, Uranus: in Aries

Saturn: sets at sunset

Neptune: low in the West

Deep Sky Objects

Easy (binoculars): M 35, M 44,
NGC 2174, M 46/47

Moderate (small telescopes):
M 81/82, M 68, M 108, M 93

Challenges: C 25 (NGC 2419),
C5(IC 342), NGC 3180, M 97
(Owl Neb.), C 39 (NGC 2392)
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Moving Towards Spring

The days are getting longer, but despite the cold and snow, as we
move out of the winter Milky Way, there are (as always) lots of
things to observe.

Looking to the East we move away from the winter objects in
Orion, Taurus, and Canis Major (although they’re all still
observable), and into Gemini and Cancer, but also
Camelopardalis and Lynx - both of which are full of deep-sky
objects generally overlooked because of their dim parent
constellations. As you’re musing about what to look at, don’t
forget to check out this area of the sky.
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The Horsehead Nebula is
something of a “right of
passage” for amateurs because
it's challenging to detect visually
but well worth it.

Here, the dust cloud of the dark
nebula (3 1/2 light years across)
is situated in front of an

illuminated emission nebula (IC
434). It's 1,753 light years away.

Interacting

Check out our Facebook Group

https://www.facebook.com/

groups/nberkastro

and join us at our next meetings:
Feb. 7 and Mar. 6 at 6 PM at the
North Adams Public Library.

Prepare for the 2024 Eclipse with
a special presentation at our

meeting on April 5th!
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Looking Above

November 1, 2023

Turning attention away from Orion, there are several exciting

objects to see with small telescopes:

Eskimo in the Cold

C 39 NGC 2392) is a small
planetary nebula with a lot of
structure under high
magnification. It is a good
“challenge” object.

“Twinkling Comet”

No, it’s not a comet, but cluster
NGC 2420 has a tendency to
pop in and out of view in a
small telescope. Try it!

Wanderer?

C 25 (NGC 2419) is a distant
globular cluster that takes 3
billion years to orbit the Milky
Way:

Dusty Hand

NGC 2146 is in Camelopardalis
has an odd shape, and is bright
enough to see with a moderate
aperture telescope.
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Here’s a finding chart for all

four of these and other

interesting objects.
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